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THE following Sermon was compoſed by the late Reverend 
Mr. Joan KER, miniſter of the goſpel at Carmunnock, and 
intended to have been preached in the Tron- church of Glaſ- 
gow, on Sabbath- evening, the 23d of April, 1775, after 
the celebration of the Lord's Supper; but the providence o 
God, ever to be reverenced and adored by us, prevented the 
delivery of it, by a moſt unexpected, uncommon, and alarm- 
ing diſpenſation. Mr. Ker being in the Tron-church on the 
forenoon of that day, and having received the ſacrament at 
the firſt table, roſe up to exhort the ſecond. He began his 
diſcourſe to the communicants with that paflage of ſcripture 
in the prophecies of Zechariah, © In that day there ſhall be a 
fountain opened for fin and for uncleanneſs; and having 
proceeded fo far as to diſtribute the elements, obſerving (as 
would appear) ſomething uncommon about himſelf, or ſome 
ſymptom of his approaching diflolution, he immediately. 
turned his diſcourſe to the ſubject of death, and ſaid to the 
congregation, Some of us may be nearer to eternity than any 
nin this houſe are aware of.“ Which words were ſcarcely ut- 
tered by him, when he ſunk down at the head of the commu- 
nion- table. And although, a few minutes after, he attempted, 
with the aſſiſtance of two men, to ariſe and proceed in his 
diſcourſe, yet he was unable to pronounce a ſingle ſentence, 
and preſently after ſeemed to fall into a ſtate of utter inſenſi- 
bility. He was then carried out of the church to a neigh=- 
bouring houſe, where he continued totally inſenſible till 
next morning about two o'clock, when a period was put to 
his valuable life. This, though a ſolemn, awful, and alarm- 
Ing providence to the congregation, and to all who heard 
of it, yet, had ſomething honourable in it to that ſervant of 
God himſelf, who was found at his work, nay in the moſt 
ſacred ſervices of religion, when his Maſter called for him. 
From the above circumſtances it may be ſaid, that he went 
from a communion-table here below to thar table which ſhall 
never be drawn, where he is enjoying the great and unſpeak- 
able bleſſedneſs of thoſe ſervants whom their Lord, when he 
cometh, ſhall find in actual ſer vice. . . 
| Soon after his death, the people of his particular charge, 
by whom he was greatly beloved, and many of thoſe tor 
whoſe benefit this ſermon was intended, exprefled a ftrong 
deſire to have it publiſhed, Mr. Ker himfelf was a man of 


ſo ez modeſty and humility, that he never would liſten 
to the -importuntity of friends to have any of his ſermons 
— but thoſe who are poſſeſſed of his papers, conſider- 
ing the peculiar reaſons for which the publication of this ſer- 
mon was defired, have at length yielded; hoping, that, 
through the bleſſing of God, it may be uſeful to ſome; and 
that he author, though dead, may yet ſpeak effectually to 
their hearts, recommending Chriſt and a holy life unto them. 
—And thus it comes abroad without the author's finiſhing. 
hand, but exactly as it is in his manuſeript, in the ſame plain 
and unadorned manner in which he wrote all his ſermons.. 
— If the reader expects in the following pages elegance of 
compoſition, and a diſplay of the powers of oratory, or if he 
expects a philoſophical harangue, he will be diſappointed, 


2 This was not Mr. KER's manner; he read and ſtudied his 


Bible with care, and framed his ſermons in a clear and ſcrip- 
tural ſtile, which, of all others, ſeems to be beſt adapted to 
| the pulpit. But if the reader expects ſerious and evangelical 
preaching, it is hoped he will find it here. Chriſt, and him 
crucified, was the author's favourite theme. He dwelt with 
 - pleaſure on the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing doCtrines of the 
| goipel, and the glorious and happy privileges of thoſe who 
are Chriſtians indeed; at the ſame time he well knew how to - 
connect privilege and duty, and did not faib to point out the 


moral and practical influence which the doctrines of our holy 
religion, rightly underſtood and applied, would have upon 


men, to purity their hearts, and to reform their lives: a good 
ſpecimen of whichthe reader will obſerve in the ſermon before 
him; a ſermon well adapted to the occaſion, and bappily cal- 
- Culated to encourage and comfort, to caution and direct the 
people of God. He was a workman that needed Not to be 
aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of life. oh: 
One thing further muſt be obſerved, that this diſcourſe 
hath no application. Mr. KER, it ſeems, ſeldom wrote down 
the application of his ſermons, (a method that has been prac- 
tiſed by many preachers) but delivered what he had ſtudied 
as a concluſion, without committing it to writing. Every in. 


telligent reader may ſupply this defect, and make the appli 


cation that beſt fuits his own circumſtances. . _ 1 
May God of his grace and mercy bleſs this diſcourſe to all 

into whoſe hands it may come, and render it uſcful and edi- 
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JOHN xv. 14. 


TI MY' FRIENDS, IF YE DO WHATS o- | 
* EVER I COMMAND YOU. 1 


/ 


HESE warts are a pert of ür bleſſed Sa- 
1 viour's farewel ſermon to his diſciples, im- 
mediately after the inſtitution of the Lord's ſup- 


per; and, probably, before he and they aroſe from | 


the communion-table: And in them we have, 
Firſt, An honourable, glorious, and bliſsful title 
or 1 he gives his 2 N are 19 
. 
Second ly, The happy perſons to whom this ap- 
ee doth belong, viz. obedient act: IN 
ye do whatſoever I command you.?TCV i 
"Theſe particularsare what we propoſe (rough 4 
e aid) to conſider and illuſtrate. — 
Firſt, The honourable, glorious, and bliſsful 1 
title or appellation, the friends of 8 0 Ye are 
my friends,” faith he, 
Mankind, in general, are fond of 11 racked _ 
among the friends of great men, and that, many 
a time, when they reap little or nothing ſubſtan- 
tial by it, but only what ſerves to foſter and 
heighten their vanity and pride; and eſpecially, 
men are ambitious to be looked upon as the 
friends and favourites of kings and princes. TO 
be the king's friend was an honourable appella- 
tion of old. David had one ſervant in n court 
A - 
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and "RAID one in his, that was in a particular 
manner the. King's friend, (2 Sam. xv. 37. 1 Kings 


iv. 5.) But how incomparably more honourable to 


be the friend of David's Lord, and of Solomon's 


glorious Antetype, the Prince of the kings of the 


earth, the King of Glory. And, beſides, however 


honourable the title of being the king's friend 


was, it was but the privilege and dignity of a few. 


One, and but one, in the courts of each of theſe 
great kings; but this honour have all Chriſt's ſer» 
vants. The meaneſt real believer, how obſcure ſo- 


ever his birth, how low his degree, and poor his 
vutward condition, is one of the friends of the 
Lord of Glory, and ſhall be owned and honoured 
by him as his friend, both here and hereafter. 


Nor is this, the Friends of Chriſt, only an empty 
title, or mere honorary appellation; but begins 
with the moſt ſubſtantial dignity, and ends in e- 


verlaſting bliſs. Chriſt is an honour to all his 
Friends; 1 Peter it. 7. Unto you, therefore, 


- * who believe, Chriſt is precious, or an ho- 


nour; he makes all his friends honourable; Iſa. 


Kliii. 4. Since thou waſt precious in my ſight, 
* thou haſt been honourable, and I have loved 
+ thee,” Chriſt, their elder brother, who hath 7 
brought them into the honourable relation of be- 


ing his friends, will, by his ſpirit and grace, make 
| each of them reſemble the children of a king, e- 


E 
ven the King of W who will not be aſhamecd 
to eall them brethren. He makes them honour- 
able and. glorious in themſelves, and honour- 
able and glorious in their attendants and guards: 
ift, They are honourable in themſelves; their ſpi= 
ritual attire, and inward adorning, is ſuch as be- 
| cometh their high rank and dignity as the friends 
of Chriſt. It was an arrogant and preſumptuous 
propoſal which proud and ambitious Haman made 
to king Ahaſuerus, concerning what ſhould be 
done to the man whom the king ſhould delight to 
honour, as we have it in Eſther vi. 8. *Let the 
© royal apparel be brought which the king uſeth 
sto wear, and the horſe which the king rideth, 
© upon, and the crown royal which is ſet upon 
| © his head; and let this apparel and horſe be de- 
© livered into the hand of one of the king's moſt : 
noble princes, that he may array the man withal 
whom the king delights to honour,” But all this. | 
ſhall be infinitely outdone by the bleſſed Jeſus un- 
to his humble friends, whom he the King of glory 
delighteth to honour; he, himſelf, will array all 
his friends with the robe of his righteouſneſs; a FL 
robe, in compariſon of which, the moſt gorgeous 
and ſplendid apparel, which ever any the greateſt 
of eaſtern monarchs wore, is but as rags, filthy 
Tags; and he will inwardly adorn them with the 
graces of his own Spirit, making them, like wg 
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King) 8 daughter, all glorious within at preſents N 
and at laſt he will allow them to ſit with him off 


5 his'throne, and put upon their heads a crown of 


righteouſneſs, life, and glory: then tlie friends of 
Chriſt ſhall appear like themſelves, the excellent 


ones of the earth, ſhining forth, as the ſun, in the 
kingdom of their heavenly Father and Redeemer. 


2dly, They ſhall be honourably and glori- 


| ouſly attended and guarded ; Pal. xxxiv. 7. 
Ihe angel of the Lord encampeth round a- 
bout them that fear him, and delivereth them.” 


Might I ſay, that the friends of Chriſt ſhall be 


guarded and attended with his own life-guards, 
the holy and heavenly angels, who attended and 


guarded the infant life, of the incarnate Son of 


God, from the cruelty of Herod, who miniſtred 
unto him after his temptations, who ſtrengthened 
him in his agony, who guarded his ſacred body 


in the ſepulchre, and who miniſtred at his reſur- 


„ rection and aſcenſion; he gives charge to theſe 
angels to attend, ſurround, and miniſter unto the 
friends of Chriſt; Are they not all miniſtring ſpi- 


« rits, (ſaith the Apoſtle, Heb. i. 14.) ſent forth to 


© minifter to them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation.” 


Thus honourably attended and guarded are the 


friends of Chriſt when in this preſent world; they 
are precious in his fight, whoſe friends they are, 
the excellent ones of the earth, his jewels; they 


FF ww }Þ E 
ære all Jedidiahs, beloved of the Lord: indeed, 
blind and malignant world neither knows them, — 
nor treats them as ſuch: but when Chriſt, their 
glorious friend, and all-ſuſficient Redeemer, ſhall 
come the ſecond time without ſin unto ſalvation; 
when he cometh with clouds to judge the world, 


attended with thouſands of his faints, as every 
eye ſhall ſee him, fo ſhall they ſee his friends, — 
making up his glorious retinue, along with the 
heavenly angels. O! avhat envy, rage, trembling, 
and deſpair, will ſeize them who have pierced 
_ Chriſt, in their maltraiting his friends, when they 
ſuhall ſee them, whom they counted the offscour- 
ing of all things, and would have diſdained to 
have ſet with the dogs of their flock, when they 
ſhall fee them ſet by the Judge of all, on his right 
band, and that as a prelude to their being ſeated 
by him on his throne. 
Secondly, This appellation, « © the friends of 
© Chriſt, is not more honourable than it is bene= 
ficial and bliſsful, Iſt, He will admit his friends f 
into a moſt friendly intercourſe, endearing and 
bliſsful communion and fellowſhip with him 
ſelf; he will manifeſt himſelf unto them; yea, 
he, and his Father, will love them, and come 
unto them, and make their abode with them. 
John xiv. 21, 23. He that hath. my com- 
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
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ved of my Father, and I will love him, and mas 
Enifeſt myſelf to him. If a man love me, he wilt 


« and we will come unto him, and make our a- 
love him, and come to him, and make my abode 


him, we will come to him, and we will make our 
| abode with him: denoting the complacency that 


Chriſt, and the bliſsful and ſolacing fellowſhip 
they vouchſafe unto. them; ſo that well might 


dom, and reverential familiarity with him, as 


toe wire ds ne * 
* 


him and to his heavenly Father, and their re- 
conciled Father in and through him, to pour 
| out their hearts, and ſpread all their wants 


their ſecret wants, griefs, and ailments, pour- 
ing them out into his gracious and all- compaſſi- 


r mw |. 
©loveth me; and he that A me ſhall be love 


© keep my words, and my Father will love him, 


© bode with him. Not only (faith Chriſt) I will 


with him ; but, I and my Father, we will love 
the Father and the” Son have in the friends of 


the apoſtle ſay, (1 John i. 3.) Truly our fellow 
© ſhip is with the Father, 30 with his Son, Jeſus | 
« Chrift* 2dly, He will allow them a holy free= 


dear friends have with one another. The meaneſt 
of his friends have always liberty of acceſs unto 


before him, and diſemboſom themſelves of all 


dnate ear, who, as a father and brother, pities 
them, and will ſupply all their wants, 3 


333 f U MI 3 1] 
imparts his mind unto his friends, and makes: 4 
communication of his ſecrets and counſel unto 

them, : as intimate friends uſe to do with one ano- 
ther. The ſecret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him, and he will ſhew them his eovenant, 
Pſal. xxv. 14. And, in the verſe after the text, ſays 
dur Lord, Henceforth I call you nt ſervants, 
for the ſervant knoweth not what his Lord doth: 
« but I have called you friends; for all things that 
I have heard of my Father I have made Khown 
© unto you.“ I call you not ſervants, as they were 


not to be mere ſervants, but friends alſo, and „ 


ſed, like friends, in a friendly manner; and not ; 
as common and ordinary ſervants in the world; 
who, though they know ſo much of their Jord's 15 
will and mind as to underſtand their duty, yet 
they are not admitted into their maſter's ſecrets; 


nor to know his peculiar purpoſe in what he ems 


ploys them about. The diſciples of Chriſt were 
privileged ſervants, who were admitted to know 
the counſel of God communicated from the Fa- 
ther to the Son, and by him to them: which, as 


it was true of the apoſtles in an extraordinary | 


meaſure, ſo it ſtill holds true with regard to all 
the real friends of Chriſt in a gracious meaſure; 
for the apoſtle John ſpeaks 1 it of all real believers 
in general. (f John ii. 20.) But ye have an unc- 
tion from the holy One, and ve know all things? 


„ 
that \ is to ſay, all things neceſſary to ſalvation. 
Laſtly, the title of the friends of Chriſt is a bliſs 
ful title, becauſe he eſpouſes the intereſts, and 
pleads and maintains the cauſe of his friends. 
There is the moſt tender ſympathy and fellow- 
feeling betwixt Chriſt and his friends; he is the 
head, and his friends are his members: hereby 
the glorious head, even in heaven, hath the ten- 
dereſt ſenſe of what they ſuffer upon earth. For 
we have not an high prieſt which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but 
© was, in all points, tempted like as we are, yet 
without fin. In all their afflictions he is afflict- 
ed.“ They who touch his friends touch the apple 
of his eye. Their ſufferings and enemies he 
counts his own; and when their ruin is deſign- 5 
| ed and ſought, he looks down from his glorious 
W throne in heaven, declaring himſelf one with 
| them: Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me.“ 
Chriſt i is a friend to all his friends. 
And now allow me to refreſh the memories 
and ſolace the hearts of the real friends of Chriſt, 
by ſhortly enquiring what an incomparable friend 
| he is; or mention ſome of the peculiar properties, 
and matchleſs excellencies of this glorious friend, 
And, in the firſt place, He is the moſt loving 
Friend, from the all-tranſcendent expreſſions of 
his matchleſs love and friendſhip to them, when 
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they were enemies to him, we may infer the 
greatneſs of his love to them, who are become his 
reconciled friends. In the verſe immediately pre- 
ceding the text, he faith, * Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man ſhould lay down his 
© life for his friends;' this is the higheſt evidence 
of human friendſhip, the utmoſt length that it 
ever went, and of ſuch love there are but few in- 
ſtances from the beginning of the world even un- 
til now. (Rom. v. 7, 8.) For ſcarcely for a righte- 
© ous man would one die: yet peradventure for a 
good man ſome would even dare to die. But 
God commendeth his love towards us, in that 
bile we were yet ſinners' (yea and ungodly 
ſinners, and without ſtrength) «Chriſt died for us. 
That Chriſt's people were friends in his purpoſe, 
when he died for them, is true; and were to 
be reconciled, and brought into friendſhip with 
him, by his death; yet they were then, in tem- 


ſelves, enemies. And Chriſt's love, in dying for 


his people, doth brightly ſhine in this, that al- 
though they were enemies in themſelves, yet he 
had a friendly reſpect unto them, and did follow 
them until he drew them into a covenant with 
himſelf; and when he hath done ſo, who can tell ; 
with what a complacential love he will receive, 
embrace, and ſolace them; he will take pleaſure 

in loving his friends; he will reſt in his-love to 
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them, (Zeph. iii. 17.) and bleſs them with the 
fruits and effects of his love and friendſhip. 


_2dly, He is the moſt wiſe and knowing friend; 
in 14 are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 


Wi * knowledge, Col. ii. 3. He knows all his friends, 
where to find them, and how to ſuit himſelf to 
all their caſes; he knows all their wants, and how 


to ſupply them; all their weakneſſes and infirmi- 


ties, and how to ſupport and ſuccour them; all 
their grievances, and how to redreſs them; all 


their difficulties and perplexities, and how to re- 


ſolve and extricate them; yea, one of the letters 
of his glorious name is Counſellor, Iſa. ix. G. And 
his name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, 
the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of peace.“ He is an unerring counſellor, 


to adviſe and direct his friends on earth, and an 
advocate to plead their cauſe in the court of hea- 
ven. * Counſel is mine, faith he, (Prov. viii. 14.) 
and found wiſdom; I am underſtanding; I have 
ſtrength; and he will guide all his friends with 


his counſel while here, and afterwards receive 
. 1 


zaly, He is the moſt powerful, yea, an \alwinks 


ty friend; he 1s the mighty God; In him dwel- 
leth all the fulneſs of the Godhead; and he is 


© the Head of all principality and power,“ Col. ii. 


9. 10. As he is wiſe in heart, ſo he is mighty in 
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greateſt enemies, or dreadful danger, defy his 


and they ſhall never periſh, nor ſhall any be able to 


ever about them, and underneath them; and he 
eis able to ſave them to the uttermoſt that come 


*© unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make | 
«< interceſſion for them.? | 


pathizing friend; he is touched with a ſympa- 
thizing feeling of the infirmities of his friends, 
and in all their afflictions he is afflicted.” He 
knows their frame, and knows their ſouls in ad. 
verſity, accommodates himſelf to the various 


-.-$he gathereth the wandering ſheep with his arm, 
« them that are with young.“ 


his riches are unſearchable, his liberality immenſe; J 
he is the heir of all things; the treaſures of earth 


E 1 
ſtrength; as the moſt intricate and perplexing dif- 
ficulties cannot puzzle his wiſdom, neither can the 


power. However weak and feeble his friends are 


in themſelves, and however many, powerful, and 


malicious, their enemies may be, in him, the 
Lord, they have both righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 


pluck them out of his hand; his almighty arm is 


4thly, He is the moſt tenderchearted and FR 


caſes, conditions, and exigencies of his friends; 
carries the lambs in his boſom, and gently leads . 

Fthly, He is the moſt rich and liberal fend, 
and heaven are in his hand, and at his diſpoſal ; 


and how ſparingly foever he may deal with his 
| 2 
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friends, as to earthly riches and treaſures, he deals 
with a liberal hand as to ſpiritual and heavenly 
riches; he gives them like a king, like himſelf, 
the King of glory; yea, he lets all his friends in- 
to a gracious participation of himſelf, as to all the 
© bleſſings of his blood and love, and to the great 
things which he hath purchaſed, and is ready to be- 
ſtow on them. * The riches of Chriſt are unſearch- 
able, (Eph.111.8.) and in them his believing friends 
are admitted to ſhare. It pleaſed the Father, that 
in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, (Col. ii. 9.) and 
 * of his fulneſs they all receive, and grace for 
grace,“ John i. 16. As he is the holy and the juſt, 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, ſo he is the Lord, his 
people's righteouſneſs, and makes them all righ- 
teous. As he is the great Apoſtle and high Prieſt 
of our profeſſion, and the King of Zion, ſo he 
makes all his friends kings and prieſts to God, 
and his Father. In a word, as he is the heir of 
all things, fo his believing friends are e joint-heirs 
with him, Rom. viii. 17. 5 
thly, He is the moſt faithful, conftant;” and 
unchangeable friend,- * Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſ- 
= terday, to-day, and for ever,“ Heb. xiii. 8. the 
fame as to his perſon and offices, and the ſame as 

W to his affeion and friendſhip to his people; hav- 
ing loved his own which were in the world, he 
0 loved them unto the end,“ John xii, 1. Our 
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eatthly friends are fickle and uneonſtant, a very 


wiifle may diſoblige them, and ſtop. the current 


of their friendſhip, and direct it to a quite con- 
trary channel: in proſperity we may have friends 
enough; but, in adverſity, they are apt to be ſhy, 
and hide themſelves: The poor is hated even of 
his own neighbour (ſays the wiſe man, Prov. 
© xiv. 20.) but the rich have many friends.” But 
Jeſus Chriſt is a friend that loveth at all times; 
he is the brother who is born for adverſity, Pro, 
\ xvii, 17. There is no poverty, meanneſs, or 
: worldly diſgrace, that can make him aſhamed to 
own his friends; no enemies or danger can make 
im afraid to appear for their relief; yea, no un- 
| kindneſs nor ingratitude will provoke him to aban- 
don them, and utterly caſt them off; he may and 
will chaſtiſe them for their undutiful carriage and 
miſbehaviour towards him: As many as | love, 
I rebuke and chaſten, (faith our Lord,) Rev. 
ill. 19. and, as it is, Pſal. Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32, 33. 
If his children forſake my laws, and walk not in 
my judgments; if they break my ſtatutes, and 
keep not my commandments, then will I viſit 
* their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their ini- 
« quity with ſtripes: nevertheleſs, my loving- 
. kindneſs will I not utterly take from him, nor 
* ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail.” And, to the ſame 
purpole, Ila. hv. 7, 8. For a ſmall moment have 


„ | 

] forſaken thee, but with great mercies will I 
© pather thee; in a little wrath I hid my face from 
2 thee, for a moment; but with everlaſting kind- 


© neſs will I have mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord, 
thy Redeemer.” | 


And when all our other friends, even the near- 


eſt, deareſt, and moſt faithful and tender of them, 


muſt leave and forſake us at death, and leave us 
to ſhift for ourſelves, in going through that dark 
and gloomy vale, and to encounter and grapple 
with death, the king of terrors alone, then he 
will ſhow himſelf friendly, indeed, to his friends, 
and manifeſt himſelf to be that matchleſs friend, 

© that ſticketh cloſer than a brother, then he will 
be with them; * and when they walk through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, they need fear 

© no evil; for he is with them, and his rod and 

© his ſtaff, bis word and Spirit, will comfort them; 

© and he will make them more than conquerors 
over death and all the powers of darkneſs: ? he 
will never leave them till he bring them to Ema= 
nuel's land, from whencg, he will enable them to 
took back on death with a holy contempt, and 
+ ſing, in heavenly ſtrains, thoſe raptures, and tri- 
umphant words of the Apoſtle Paul, as well mg 
fully accompliſhed, 1 Cor. xv. 55 56, 57.0 
„death, where is thy ſting! O grave, Shore i is 
« thy victory? the ſting of death is ſin, the ſtrength 


| 1 
ER is the law: but thanks be to God, which 
_ © giveth us the victory through our Lord * 
Chriſt.“ | 
Thus have! mentioned ſome of the matchileſs 
properties and incomparable excellencies of this 
glorious friend; and, *although eye hath not ſeen, _ 
ear hath not heard, neither hath it entered into 
© the heart of man fully to conceive,” what an in- 
comparable friend he is; yet, from what he hath 
revealed in his word, concerning his love and 
friendſhip to his people, and from what of the 
bleſſed fruits and effects of it he vouchſafes to his 
friends in their ſweet experience, every real be- 
liever may, and will join iſſue with the ſpouſe, 1 in 
her holy triumphant boaſting, Cant. v. 10, 16. 
My Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt a- 
mong ten thouſand; yea, he is altogether love- 
ly. This is my Beloved, and this ! is my friend, 
O daughters of Jeruſalem.“ 
S8o much for the firſt part of the text, viz. The 
bens and bliſsful title Chriſt gives his diſ- 
ciples. We now come to the ſecond part, The 
happy perſons to whom this honourable and bliſs- 
ful title, or relation, doth belong, namely, obedi- 
ent believers. Ye are my friends, if ye do what- 
© ſoever I command you: where we have ſeveral 
properties of the real believer's obedience. iſt, It 
mult be ſincere and active. 2dly, Thorough and 


under. zaly, Conſtant and perphncing] Athly, 
and what I may ſay is the moſt peculiar property 
of all, It muſt proceed from a thorough heart- 
ſubjection to the authority of nn as our ſove- 
reign lawgiver and ſupreme Lord. 
1ſt, Our obedience muſt be ſin a ke 450 active. 
Ve are my friends, if ye do whatſoever I com- 
mand you.” It is not ſufficient to evidence our- 
ſelves the real friends of Chriſt, merely to know 
his commandments, nor ſpeculatively to believe 
them to be his commandments, nor even to com- 
mend them, but we muſt alſo do them; we 
muſt fincerely deſire, and diligently cada: : 
vour, in the uſe of means, to do whatſoever 
he commands us, in a believing dependence 
on the grace of Chriſt for ſtrength to do; with- 
out him we can do nothing. If ye know theſe 
things, (ſaith our Lord) happy are ye if ye do 
© them.” John xii. 17. and Luke vi. 46. And 
© why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
© which I ſay.“ Our bleſſed Saviour, notwithſtand- 
ing all his tranſcendent and gracious condeſcen- 
fion to his people and friends, yet he will not di- 
veſt himſelf of his ſovereignty over them, nor ex- 
empt them from duty, Hence, it is very obſer- 
vable, that, amidſt all the ſweet conſolations, 
which in his funeral ſermon he is adminiſtering 
to his diſciples, be, again and again, puts them in 


3 of weit A * . whim; and iſt t- 1 
on their obedietice, as the 0 one, and 2 1 
bg evidence of their love td him, Af e Would 9 
_ really partakgoihis comforts. Tothis) purpoſe he 
- faith, John xv. 15. If ye love me, keep my com- 
* mandmen W and verſe 2 1. He that hath my: 
0 command Ants, and keepeth them, he it 18 that 
k. loveth me.“ verſe 23. If a man love me, he will 4 
NM keep my words, &c. verſe 24. He that loveth 5 
mme not, keepeth not my ſayings.” Diſobedience 
to Chriſt, and want of love to him are inſeparable, 
let men pretend to what they will. And, ſaith our 
exalted Saviour from heaven, Rev. xxii. 14. Bleſ- 
© fed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have a right to the tree of life, and 
. may enter in through the gates into the city. % \ 
2dly, Our obedience muſt be thorough and u- 
niverſal; if we would approve ourſelves the real 
friends of Chriſt, our obedience muſt extend to 
every thing he commands us, ſtill exerciſing a 
believing dependence on the grace of Chriſt, that: 
he who commands, will give us ſtrength to obey : 
Je are my friends, if ye do whatſoever I command | 
you.“ Our gracious Lord ſends none of his friends 
awarfare on their own charges, but on his; altho* 
Chriſt will not over-drive his friends in his ſervice, 
yet his dominion over them is unlimited; and he 
=] will have them to decline nothing, Which he hall 
C 


q 24 ] 
be cleafedto enjoin; for they muſt do whatſoever 
he commandeth, and approve themſelves the re- 


ſolved followers of the Lamb whitherſoever he 


goeth, and ſhall call and lead them, through ho- 


Ss © nouranddiſhonour, evil report and good report,“ 


through the moſt difficult and ſelf-denying ſervi- 
ces, as well as thoſe that are more eaſy to fleſh and 


blood ; and what need then have the real friends of 
_ Chriſt conſtantly to ſay, and pray with the Pſal- 


miſt, Pſal. cxix.' 5, 6, 8. O that my ways were di- 


rected to keep thy ſtatutes, then ſhall I not be a- 
_ * ſhamed when I have reſpect unto all thy com- 
+ mandments; I will WS thy RE O Lend 1 


forſake me not utterly, 
zdly, Our-obedience muſt be ſin and per- 


r lgg; if we would approve ourſelves the ge- 


nuine friends of Chriſt, we muſt do, and continue 


d do, whatſoever he commands us: If, faith he, 


(John viii. 31.) ye continue in my word, ye are 


my diſciples indeed; (that i is to ſay,) ye ſhall prove 
yourſelves diſciples and friends to me; we muſt be 
faithful unto death, if we would have good hope, 


thro? grace, of the crown of life, which Chriſt will 
give his real friends, Rev. li, 10, Be faithful 


< unto death, and 1 will give you a crown of life; 


the holy reſolution of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. Ixxi. 16, 
J will conſtantly go in the ſtrength of the Lord 
God; I will make mention of thy righteouſneſs, 


even of chine only,” will 35 the lee of e< 2 
very real friend of Chriſt, being convinced, as he 1 
_ abſolutely needs the grace of Chriſt to enable him 4 

to do whatſoever he commands him, and to perſe- : 

vere in ſo doing, ſo he as much needs the righte- +- 
- ouſneſs of Chriſt to cover his ſpots, and ner his 19 

0 reren ſervices acceptable to God. s 
Athly, The laſt property af our obecienes; wie | 

wine I may ſay is the moſt pexuliar of all; it muſt 

proceed from a thorough he uh cken to the 
authority of Chriſt, as our ſovereign Law-giver 
and ſupreme Lord: Te are my friends, if ye do 
_ * whatſoever I command you.“ If we would ap- 

prove ourſelves the real friends of Chriſt, we muſt 
not only do what he commanfls us, but becauſe he 
commands, and from a prin 
his authority commanding; 
thing that diſtinguiſhes the o edience of the real 
friends of Chriſt, from the 


formances of them that are but pretended friends. 


piple of obedience to 1 
and this is the main 


: The moſt inveterate enemies that Chriſt hath on. 


earth may do ſome things, nay, many things, that 
he commands, while they have no regard at all to 
| his authority in their doing of them: but true be- 
lievers, as they endeavour, in a believing depend- 
ence on the grace of Chriſt, to do whatſoever he 
eommands them, fo they are ſwayed by the autho- ” 
_ Fity of Chriſt's commanding them; they give o- 


wat * i 


2 8 5 9 


7 * 
14 #4 "1 
358 3 
Wes WR Og 2: 
£ #5 | % 
N 


N 


holineſs 


e this principle 


wilt 20 N Il and — | 


- 


? 34 1 "4 * . N * | 1 bl * 
W Cb TT 
l 6147 % „ r bo Boe EO EM ESS 4 

| WA. * | 


3 
—— — 


— 


— 22 
— 


is a payba ty 
_—_— 8 


bo A. 54 25 * #7 N [i 
2 9 wt If £3 


4 3 } DADE. , | * . £ l 7 PR 

* * , 92 * | * * 5 * " . . g „ 1 4 . F g #6 5 4 4 e 9 oF 8 8 2 
| 3s. 13 85 © NS APA. Io o TEE 8 i ; $44» + by 4.64 5 © EOS A 

F 8 5.4 122 TS» ; * 1 14 E gf A „ TEES þ 8 #4 Ee +>» + * „ 


* ** 2 * LY I_F: * Fo ID: * in 7 . 
7 a. #1. 68 44% Þ 1 1 er F FE .! 
Fd 1 1 6 1 4 4 


* gy : : 


* os 


. ee, 2 541 7 101173: 9199-2 2 413 tie 4 2 F110 a 


e 


